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do what they know to do. And that is what
we ought to do.

AmeriCorps should be continued for far
more than the some 25,000 young people
that will be involved in it this year, far more
than the 2,000 communities in all 50 States
that will be benefited, far more than the
many, many tens of thousands of other volun-
teers, that they will make it possible to work
because they will organize them; it should
be continued if, for no other reason, that it
proves that the American idea is alive and
well and can meet the challenges of the 21st
century, to restore our values, to strengthen
us at the grassroots level. It can be a shining
symbol that there is no need for cynicism,
no need for defeatism, and no need for toler-
ance of division in the United States of Amer-
ica. That’s why we should continue
AmeriCorps.

So I would like to begin this next year of
AmeriCorps by asking all of the members
who are here and all of those who are with
us via satellite in Kansas City to join me in
taking the AmeriCorps pledge.

Please stand and repeat after me, if you’re
not all standing. Stand up—it’ll be good for
all of us to do it. [Laughter] This would be
a good pledge for the citizens of the United
States:

I will get things done for America, to make
our people safer, smarter, and healthier. I
will bring Americans together to strengthen
our communities. Faced with apathy, I will
take action. Faced with conflict, I will seek
common ground. Faced with adversity, I will
persevere. I will carry this commitment with
me this year and beyond. I am an
AmeriCorps member. And I am going to get
things done.

[The AmeriCorps volunteers repeated each
line of the pledge after the President.]

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Michelle Johnson Harvey,
AmeriCorps member, and Don Doran, principal,
Benteen Elementary School.

Statement on Signing the Small
Business Lending Enhancement Act
of 1995
October 12, 1995

I am pleased to sign into law today S. 895,
the ‘‘Small Business Lending Enhancement
Act of 1995.’’ This Act would, among other
things, establish new guarantee levels for
guaranteed loan programs of the Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA).

S. 895, which the Congress passed at my
Administration’s urging, contains important
elements of the Vice President’s National
Performance Review proposals and SBA’s re-
invention proposal. The Act is also consistent
with recommendations from this spring’s
White House Conference on Small Business.

S. 895 reduces the Government’s cost of
small business financing, thereby enabling
even more customers to be served. With the
program reforms contained in this Act, SBA
will be able to extend up to $33 million in
additional loan guarantees per day with no
additional cost to the taxpayer.

I am pleased to sign this measure into law
because it reflects my Administration’s com-
mitment to customer service and to ‘‘doing
more with less.’’

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 12, 1995.

NOTE: S. 895, approved October 12, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–36.

Remarks at a Celebration of the
Anniversary of the Restoration of
Democracy in Haiti
October 12, 1995

Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary Gen-
eral. This marks the second time in 2 days
I have been here. I promise I won’t come
back tomorrow and interrupt your lives.
[Laughter] Madam Foreign Minister, to the
distinguished Prime Minister of St. Kitts, and
others who are here who were part of that
remarkable coalition that restored democracy
to Haiti a year ago. Let me say I was looking
out at this crowd tonight, and when my friend
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of 25 years, Taylor Branch, told me that this
event was going to come to pass, I redid my
schedule just so I could come by here and
thank so many of you for what you did. I
want to thank my longtime friend Bill Gray
for agreeing to be pressed back into public
service for the work that he did. I want to
thank all the people in the United States who
cared about Haiti, who wrote me letters and
called me on the phone and came to see me
about it and talked to me about what was
at stake.

Randall Robinson even went on a diet for
Haiti. [Laughter] Jonathan Demme wrote
me letters that were even more eloquent
than the films that he makes. [Laughter] And
many others did as well. I thank you all for
your concern.

I want to thank our partners in the hemi-
sphere. When the United States decided that
if necessary we would use force to remove
the military regime and to restore President
Aristide and democracy, I was so determined
that no one would think we were trying to
revive any hemispheric imperialism. I have
worked very hard to establish a new sense
of partnership, a new sense of common bond,
a new sense of common mission with all the
nations of the Caribbean, of Central and
South America.

The First Lady would like to be here to-
night. She is in Nicaragua as we speak, on
her way to a four-nation tour of Latin Amer-
ica. We care deeply about how other people
who share our neighborhoods feel about the
United States and that they understand that
we believe we have a common destiny.

And so I don’t think this operation ever
would have worked as it should have worked
had it not been for all the other countries
who were willing to participate with us. Even
though we had a United Nations mandate,
what really made it go was all of our neigh-
bors participating, sending their soldiers,
sending their police monitors, participating,
standing up for it. It made an enormous dif-
ference.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
all the people within our administration who
supported my action. And needless to say,
it was hotly debated. And all the political
polls said it was a dumb thing to do. And
I said, well, I do a lot of things that the

polls—[laughter]. But it seemed to be the
right thing to do. Two of them are here, the
Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott and
Sandy Berger. And people that aren’t here,
Tony Lake and the Vice President, were all
very strongly in support of the action that
our administration took. And I appreciate
that very much.

And finally let me say to General Fisher
and to everyone who was involved first in
the multinational force and then in the Unit-
ed Nations force, I am very proud and grate-
ful for the performance of the United States
military in Haiti. They made all Americans
proud. And they made this whole thing pos-
sible, and we thank you, too, sir.

One of the best things that’s happened to
me in the last year is a few months after the
restoration of President Aristide, one of the
military officers who was involved in the op-
eration—and I don’t want to embarrass him,
so I won’t say his name—but I was having
a rather interesting conversation with him,
and he looked at me, and he said, ‘‘You know,
Mr. President, when you did this, I just didn’t
know. But, you know, that was a good thing
we did. It was the right thing to do.’’ And
I was—coming from a person of few words
and high performance, I treasured that.

I thank Brian Atwood and the work that
AID is doing in Haiti. And all of you should
relish this celebration for all of the work that
all of you did and the contributions you
made, all of the groups and the individuals.
Tonight I hope you will think about what we
all have to do to make sure that this extraor-
dinary endeavor succeeds.

The United States has worked hard in the
last year to help to establish an electoral
process which is proceeding. We have
worked hard to try to establish a system of
law and order which is making progress. But
in the end, the Foreign Minister and all of
the people in her government and President
Aristide have to be able to prove that free-
dom and democracy can bring the benefits
that we know it can bring.

And Haiti was plundered for a very long
time. It has been environmentally ravaged.
When I went back to Haiti for the first time
since my wife and I went there in December
of 1975, I was literally shocked to see the
deterioration of the environment, the topsoil
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running thin and all of the things that had
happened.

We all have a lot of work to do there. And
in the end, we have to make it possible for
the people of Haiti who are willing to work
and learn and grow to compose a life, to sta-
bilize their families, to live out their dreams.
And we have a lot more work to do there.

So I ask you to celebrate this extraordinary
evening by reaffirming your determination to
help the people who live there keep their
democracy alive and bring its benefits to or-
dinary citizens, to infuse new investment, to
create new jobs, to develop a sustainable eco-
nomic program while restoring the environ-
ment, to do all those things that they might
have done for themselves had they had a
longer period of time free of oppression.

I must say that when I went to Haiti, I
was very moved by what I saw, by the spirit
of the people and the openness to the possi-
bilities of the future. But we all know that
the future is not free of difficulties.

So if you are still today as firmly convinced
as you were a year ago that this is the right
thing to do, if you feel as deeply proud today
as you did a year ago, then you have to make
your convictions good by making sure that
we do not fail in this common endeavor, that
democracy ultimately triumphs, that freedom
is ultimately the victor, and that there is some
prosperity for those good people who have
suffered too long, borne too much, and now
have to have our continued partnership to
build the kind of future that all of us want
for ourselves, our families, and our children.
I know we can do it but we must get about
it, and we must stay with it until the job is
done.

Thank you, good luck, and God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:10 p.m. at the
Organization of American States. In his remarks,
he referred to Secretary General Ceasar Gaviria
of the Organization of American States; Foreign
Minister Claudette Werleigh of Haiti; Prime Min-
ister Kennedy Simmonds of St. Kitts and Nevis;
author Taylor Branch; Special Adviser on Haiti
William H. Gray III; Randall Robinson, executive
director, TransAfrica Forum; and movie director
Jonathan Demme.

Proclamation 6840—White Cane
Safety Day, 1995
October 13, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As Americans, we take pride in the diver-

sity that allows us to appreciate the world
from many standpoints, and we draw our vi-
tality from the contributions made by people
of all experiences, talents, and backgrounds.
Long dedicated to the goal of independence,
America’s blind and visually impaired citi-
zens have enriched our history, inspiring oth-
ers to join their efforts to further integration
and inclusion.

The majority of blind and visually impaired
people use the white cane to facilitate their
travel. This remarkably simple instrument
provides tactile, kinesthetic, and auditory sig-
nals to its users, allowing them to detect ob-
stacles, steps up and down, and changes in
surface texture. Enhancing motivation and
confidence, the white cane has empowered
countless blind and visually impaired individ-
uals to gain freedom of movement and to
flourish in society. For those of us who are
not blind or visually impaired, it signals us
to exercise extra caution and to be courteous
drivers and pedestrians.

As our Nation observes this special day,
the white cane is a symbol of strength and
a reminder of the tremendous potential avail-
able within each person. We must continue
to work for full implementation of the Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act, which protects
people with disabilities from discrimination
in the workplace, mandates access to public
and private services and accommodations,
and promotes equal opportunity. The Amer-
ican Dream is an inspiration to us all—let
us work to ensure that every person can real-
ize its promise.

To honor the numerous achievements of
blind and visually impaired citizens and to
recognize the significance of the white cane
in advancing independence, the Congress, by
joint resolution approved October 6, 1964,
has designated October 15 of each year as
‘‘White Cane Safety Day.’’
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